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The RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Thomas; Lord 


VISCOUNT WEYMOUTH &e: 


lay it Pleaſe your Lordſhip, . 


Sg lIuce I .am injo oned to —_ this ; Diſco 
ps 1thought at maſt Proper ta Addreſs 
my felf to your ordlhip for. ts Patron, whoſe 
Exemplary Piety was the Occafion of it. There 
i juſt Reaſon to fear, we ſhall never live to ſee 
the Happy Times, wherein Diſcourſes of this 
Nature may be thuught Needleſs, or Unſeaſo- 
nable ;, and I am ſorry, the Condition of theſe of 
our's renders em Jo abſolutely Neceſſary: The 
Diſtinfion betwixt Sacred and Profane ſeems 
almoft loft amongft us, and Many are ſo far from 
Pitying to ſee the Ehuſes o God in the Duſt, 
that hey, would rather lend their Helping 
Hand,” to reduce 'em to it. My main Defien 


AS: there- 


therefore 15 to retrieve the Notion of Relative 
Hohmeſs, and to make:a-Separation, as the Pro- 


phet /p aks, * xt the Precious and the 
Vile; en (7 hepk): I h&2e behaved my 


Jett with all 6 laineſs the p hana would 

aan nnd as anmeb Candor as an Adver Jary can 
require. I ſhall think it abundant Compenſation 
for my Weak Endeavours, and the Uneafmeſs I 
was Juftly under”, when Obiiged to their Publi- 
cation; if they-any way Promote that End, for 
which they are Inteniled Ul ORE 
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Your HoNouRSs 


c moſt Humble, 
and moſt Obedient Servant 
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Lord, 1 bave loved the, hahitatin of thy 
houſe, and the place Woe: eb2e bo- 
nour dwwelleth. ' © 


'HE a Pſalm ts the Royal Pro- 
- phets appeal-to God; thathe would 
A. ' vindicate his-innocence, 'and deli- 
ver him. from the rage of his enemies; he 
profefles , «that he had: not injured. them, 
tho:they perſecuted hin 3+and that he had 
conſtantly and. immutably repoled: his full 
truſt and dependance upon God:'For this 
he offers himſelf to the Divine Infpe&tion, 
Examine me, O Lord, and prove me, try 
nw. rems, and any heart. But amidit all the 
particulars; wherein he wouldiexemplify | 
his Integrity, this inithe words\of my\Text 
ſeems not.the leaſt; v/z. the great ahd ex- 
traordinary Zeal of his ptous Soul for the 
public.worſhip and:fervice vf God'c Lord, 7 
have loved the habitation of thy houſe, and 
the place where thine honour dwelleth : 
B _ 


P/27. v. 4. 


2 Chrox. 7.16. 


(2) 
has alwaies been an inexpreflible pleaſure 
to me to come, and offer up my Prayers 


before the Ark, the place where thou art 
graciouſly pleaſed to preſentiate and exhi- 
bit thy ſelt... 
(\ Whie we arcthere to underſtand by 7e 
habitation of thy hoe, i8:the only: afing 
to be accounted for ; «. 4.9uderg be.meant of 
pre s inhabiting God's houſe, according 
;he:iſays wn -:the: next Pſalm; Ore 
Or { defaced of .the :Lord,  whith 
Wil Jeek after, that 1 may. dwell inthe 
hauſe of the Lord all the days of my tie, to 
behald the beanty of: the Lord, and to en- 
guirerin his Temple ;| or, whether it bein- | 
tended; of (God's inhabiting it himſelf; fo as 
by the habitation :of thy: Houſe be. mean't 
the Houſe which thou inhatute$ , ſuch as 
as the Tabernacle, of old ; and afterwards 
the Temple to(God, hayingpromifed,: that 
45. this: name. aves there fo. ſhould. hrs; eyes 
and his. heart 68: there: atfo perpetually; 
This laſt-ſanſe ſeems the moſt agreeable, 


| becauſe ithe latter patt. ofthe wordsibeſt 


Town! Exhun- 


anſwers it and tbe phate where tia ho- 
i, on(88:theEXX. render; tt) 


the Place: of, the Tabernacle of thy _ ; 


($3) 

and {0 it better befits; Bs preſent folemnity; 
and the Charitable occaſion of our meeting 
here. 

From, the,words I {ball offer choſe 21 
things to your. Conſideration. t - 

Firſt, that the. Immenſe. Infinite God Fa 
alwaies! had ſett Places where he's peculiarly 
preſent, 'or.'where- his. Honour dwelds.- ; 

Secondly, that after the example: of the 
devout Prophet,'tisthe Duty of every good 
man to love the habitation of God's'Homnſe, 
or the place where his Honour thus diwels, 

Tf we. reflet upon the unmenſity:- of God; 
how the.Scriptures juſtly; ſtile/bim that Hut: 
zefs that fills all in all, that: hes not only 
preſent to the Phyſical capacities of Heaven, 
and Farth, but to thoſe imaginary Spaces 
of infinite and baundle(6 extenſion, wemay 
well ſay with Se/ompr:; at the Ganſecra: 
tion of.his Temple; : 4u#:1ll; God: im very 
deed dwell with men upon the Farth? be- : ctron.6.s. 
bold the Heaver,.and the Heaven of Hee: 
VERS Canmot: contain thee: how much efs 
ther this houſe.thai-is., now tuth ?: Which 
words the-Wiſe matt.antended not}, as if He 
doubted of God's ſpecial Preſence. in Conſe- 


eaatad, places ;. but. to..prevent thoſe ..grots. 
B 2 con- 


Iſ#iah 66.1. 


Fude 6. 


(4) 
conceptions , which'the'' 'Heathens enter- 
tained conicerning their Temples, that they 
were a ſort of confinement to their Gods ; 
Wherefore altho" Heaven be his Throne, and 
the Earth his foot-/lvol; as ſpeaks the Pro- 


phet, yet will'God'vouchſafe' to reſide with 


men, and Houſes of Prayer are the Holy 
Places where his-Honour dayells, he isnot 
moreEfletitially here, but more- Gracioully, 
bythe: influence- of his Blefſed. Spirit ; for 
can-1t beſcem the goodneſs of God to be no 
otherwiſe preſent in the Aﬀembly of his 
Saints; than to thoſe wretched Spirits ire- 
ſerv diih everlaſting Chains, under darkneſs 
uhto the Judgment of the great Day? His 
common and equal abode 1s every where; 
but he 18 1n a more 'peculiar manner faid 
to dwell. there, wherehe puts the marks or 
evidence his Majefty'and'Preſence. 
The firft of theſe the Plalmift recognized 
in- thoſe expreflions; Yhither ſhall 7 go 
then from thy Spirit; or: hither ſhall 'T go 
then from thy- —__ P off climb 'upiinto 
Heaven, thou art there'; of [go dotwn"'to 
Hell, thow art there alfo, i T7 rake the wings 
of the morning, and remain in the utmo/? 


;Harks ofthe Sea, even there. alſo ſhall thy 


hand 


(5) 

hand lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold 
me, if 1 ſhould jay, peradventure the dark- {/ 139. 67: 
neſs ſhall cover me, then ſhall my night be © 
turned to day , the darkneſs and light to 
thee are both akke. | 
By theſecond way of preſentiating-him- 
ſelf the Almighty is faid Zo come flying upon 27. 18. 1. 
the wmes of the wind, to bow' the Heavens 
and come down, tho eſſentially he'be-every 
where; thus was he ſeen at Penel Face to 
face:Facob wreſtled with him at Mahanain, 
where the Lord of Hoſts himſelf could not 
ſtand the aſſaults ( if I may fo ſpeak ) of the 
Patriarch's piety: Tfrael had the bleflingand 
proteaion of his Preſence in the Wilder- 
neſs, and when the Ark ſtood ſtill, 'tis ob- 
ſervable, that he did ſo too. In this ſenſe 
it 1s, that the Prophets ſometimes 'patheti- 
cally complain of God's abſence; becanſe-his 
preſence is' not manifeſted m that gracious 
'or powerful manner, as they could wiſh. 
Oh, that thou wouldeſt rend the Heavens, 1/aiah 64. x. 
fays the Prophet 1/azah, that thou woulde/# 
come down!) And Holy Job in like manner; 
Oh, that I knew where I might find him , 566 23:3 
that I might come even to his feat ).' 

Upon theſe PRI; the _—_ 


(6) 


'0f God, and«the Graces.and.Influences of his 


*** Blefled Spirit! .he may well be. ſaid,” to be 


nearer or more preſent to one man, or one 
place, than another:-otherwiſe twould be 
neceflary, that he ſhould .'exert-more than 
the: .common-JAatts of his power -1n- every 
place, where he governs; or bleſs every one 
amongſt us, over whom: he. preſides ;. nei- 
ther ,of which we find true, tho Charit 
could wiſh: the laſt were 1o. bs | 
Now as upon this account, good men are 


a-\continual Guard upon: the place of his 
Worſhip. When the Almighty thus dif- 
playes himſelf, who can doubt, but that the 


+: Scene: of theſe Glories nuſt be. the place 


Iaiab'6. 7; - 


tran, filled the 1 em 


where his. Hononr | dwells? the” Prophet 
{/aiah repreſents: the Majeſty of God thus 
peculiarly preſent 'in his Temple, when he 
ſaw the Lord /itting upon his Throne, his 
es, and about. m_—_ 

Z/7e 


> 


10 _ 4 


(#3 
the Serappms. The'Holy Patriarch'at his 
Bethel aw nothing but Angels: deſcending 
and aſcending;and yet he calls it the Houſe 
of God. Surely the Lord is in this place, 5* 28. 16 
and I knew it not, how dreadful is this © 
place? I has-1s none "other, but the Houſe of 
God, the Gate: of. Heaven. Zacob could riot 
but know, that God by his ordinary Power 
and Preſence was every where, as well as at 
Bethel, but by Surely he means; he is more 
ploriouſly, more. eftectually , 'more'to 'my 
purpoſe and neceflities here than elſewhere. . 
The Almighty was no queſtion preſent in a 
molt ſpecial manner, when he gave his Law 
with: that idreadful Solemnity from-mount 
8:71a:, yet the. Author to the Hebrews,-calls 
it the 2word /poken by Angels; and SiUMW mins 
phen ſays twas given by the diſpoſaion of 
e Angels. The Kangly Prophet knew,- that 
his addrefles toiGod in the Sanftuary Were 
made:in.the preſence of Angels. {1 provſe rai a 
thee with my ivhole heart, before theG ods.  ZXXPC138. 
Ewhich the XX render the Angels )' 92/7 ». 
Ej/mg- praiſe unto thee : there, where the 
Cherubims of Glory, As yr my of'An- 
gels ſhadowed the Mercy- Seat:': $0 'again; 
the Chariots of God are Sham vhoulſaxd, P/:68. 17. 

even 0 


(8) 


' even thouſands of : Angels; the Lord ts a- 


Matth. 16.27. 


: ſelf, before ever the Earth was curſed for 


mong them, 'as in Stmai,' im the Holy place. 


('i-8: ) All the Angels; that miniſtred atithe 


© giving the Law in S72a:, are conſtantly at- 


tending.on- the Holy place, or the-place of 


God's ' Service; and God- is: as; Eminently 


preſent amongft, and by-them, as)he was at 
that Mountain. Laſtly, when the Evangeliſt 
repreſents our Lord's coming to Judgment 
upon Jeruſalem in the Glory of his Father, 
in the next words:he explains himſelf, and 
tells us, 'tis with his Angels. For the /o07: 
of man ſhall come in the Glory of his Father 
with his Angels. | 

This is. the ſpecification of the Divine 
Preſence in Conſecrated places. If we now 
conſider the Early pra&ice of ſeparating 
theſe places, we ſhall find it's Date as high, 
as Religion 1t ſelf, long before the hardneſs 
and diſobedience of //rae/ had brought 'em 
under the. yoke of 'bondage.. It is' therefore 
matter. of juſt wonder, how Chriſtian liber- 
ty comes to be made an ObjeQion againſt 
worſhipping God in theſe ſett places. Some- 
thing. equivalent to. a Church: the Almigh- 
ty ſeems. to have had even in Paradile it 


the 


(9) 
the ſake of its Inhabitants; For how elſe 
could {dam and Eve be ſaid to hide them- 
ſelves from the Preſence of God; unleſs God &* 3-3. 
had there ſome proper place, where he was 
wont to Exhibit himſelf? Cam and Abel 
are thought alſo to have had a peculiar 
place, whitherto they brought thoſe Sacri- 
fices: one whereof was an Emblem of true © 4 
and hearty Zeal, the other of niggardly, and 
ſelfiſh Hypocriſy. Noah, as ſoon as ever he © 5.20. 
came out of the Ark, built an Altar to the 
Lord, to offer up his Euchariſtic Sacrifices 
for his creat Deliverance; and the Patriarchs 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob had their pro- 
per and devoted places; the laſt of theſe, 
without any ſpecial Appointment from 
God, as we can learn by the ſtory, vowed 
a place of Divine Worſhip under the title 
| of God's houſe, where he would pay the Gn.18.22. 

tenth of all God i ſhould bleſs him with. 

Whatever ſtate we confider the People 
ot God in after this; whether in the Wilder- 
neſs in a moving condition: or ſetled in the 
land of Promiſe; all along had the Al-- 
mighty either an ambulatory Tabernacle ; 
or fixed Altars. 


But when the Gates lifted up their 41247 
C heads 


> 


Exod. 25, 10. 
2.2. 


Matt. 21.13. 


( 10) 

heads, and the EverlaSiing doors were 6- 
pened ; when the Gates of the Fort of 270: 
were ſet open for the reception of the Ark, 
and Zeru/alem became the place of God's 
Worſhip;Queſtionleſs the King of Glory then 
came mm, and the Majeſty of his Preſence 
eminently dwelt in- that place, which he- 
had ſo immediately appointed for himſelf, 
and where he promiſed Mo/es to meet, and 
commune with hun from- above the Mer- 
cy-Seat: Commune , as it were, with the 
freedom and familiarity of a Friend. 

Altho' the Temple after this, when built, 
ſerved principally for the Ceremonial Wor- 
ſhip; yet that the building of a Templefor 
the Service of God 1s no part of Levtical 
righteouſneſs, ſeems evident from the Zeal 
of our Blefſed Lord, when he caſt out them 
that bought and ſold in it, aud overthrew 
the tables of the mony-changers , and the 
ſeats of them that fold Doves. Never, but 
upon this Occaſion, was the Meek and Gen- 
te Jeſus provoked to anger; He that bore 
all indignities to his own Perſon; he that 
laid down his life like a Lamb, and went 
to his Crucifixion with unconceivable Pa- 
tience and reſignation , could not bear an 

vt affront 


| an 
E 


C'1Þ ) 


affront offerd to his Father's Houſe, the 


Prophaning that place where his Honour 
dwelt. Tis truly worth obſerving, that 
'twas the Court of the Gentiles, where our 
Lord exerciſed this Severity; which, how- 
ever Prophane in the Jews eſtimation , yet 
our Redeemer look't upon it as Holy. and 
his own houſe: 7f 2s written, my houſe ſhall pI 
be called the houſe of prayer, but ye have 
made it a Den of thieves. | 

'Tis eaſy to multiply Arguments for con- 
firmation of the Sacredneſs of ſett places; as, 
firſt, That God has commanded ſome of 'em. zx-a. 4s. 35. 
That Providence has miraculouſly inter- 
poſed for the Preſervation of thoſe, that 
frequented them. That thoſe that have we 7220. 
phaned 'em have been exemplarily puniſh- 
ed. That God has been more Eminently : $5 735 
Gracious in them than elſewhere. That our 7;# = 
Blefſed Lord honoured the Temple with 
his dayly Preſence; and that his Diſciples 
did the fame. And Laſtly, from the Apoſtle's 
ſmart reprchenfion , to ſome amongſt the 
Cormthians for putting the Church to the 
ſame common uſe with their own houſes. 
Hhat have ye not houſes to eat and to drink : cor. 11.12, 
in? or deſpiſe ye the Church of God? 

C 2 


Exod. 34. 24. 


There 


Fohn 4. 23. 


1 77,n.2. 3. 


C12) 

| There was a time we readily confeſs, 
when God had confined his Solemn Wor- 
ſhip and ſpecial Preſence toone ſingle place; 
but when the Goſpel was to be Preached to 
the Heathen, not Pale$7mme only , but the 
whole World was to become one Holy 
land. And this is the whole reſult of our 
Lord's conference with the Woman of 
Samaria , when he told her, that ner- 
ther at Jeruſalem , or at this Mountain 
ſhould men Worſhip the Father. The par- 
tition-wall was now broken down, and 
God would no longer limit his Preſence ; 
but from all places would hear the Prayers 
of thoſe, that Worſhip him in Speri7 and 
truth. Agreeably hereunto the Apoltle to 
1imothy adviſes men, to pray every where, 
lifting up Holy Hands. Which words, if 1i- 
terally underſtood of the Individuals of all 
Kinds of Places, render the Apoſtles Coun- 
ſel impracticable; but if interpreted of 
the ſeveral Kinds of em, found no Obje- 
tion againſt the Sacredneſs and Separation 
of em: the meaning being, that now under 
the Goſpel, God will accept our Services 
from any ſort of place, as well as from 7e- 
ruſalem; and tho' the public ſolemn Offi- 
CES 


| (13 ) 
ces of Religion be ſtill confined to the 
Church, yet is not the Church ( as of old) 
confined to one place. What, it our Lord 
adviſes his followers to: Pray 1nſecret, was 4. 6. 5. 


this ever intended in Oppoſition to the Da- 


ty of Public Prayer ? dos not the Context 
make 1t plain, that 'twas to the Corners of 
the Streets; to the: Oftentatious: way of 
thoſe Hypocrites, who- prayed not- out of 
Devotion, but to be ſeen of Men ? 

Laſtly, we yeild our Adverſaries, that our 
Saviour has promiſed , that whereſoever 
two or three are gathered together, he will math. 18.21. 
be 11 the midſt of 'em. But 1s it fair to-ar- 
gve from. Extraordinary to Ordinary: and 
Common' Caſes ? What, it in-the times of 
Trouble and Perſecution God will accept 
of the leaſt Aſſembly in the meaneſt places ? 
w1ll he therefore allow .us to meet in ſepa- 
rate Parties, and forſake:his Church, when 
Chriſtianity is Eſtabliſhed, and Kings are 
become Nurſing Fathers of it? Some a- 
moneſt the Jexvs (we are told) thought no 
Congregation acceptable to God, under the 


number of Ten adult Perſons: but the Cir- 


cumſtances of Chriſtians might be. then 


| ſuch, that ſuch a number of 'em could not 


C 3 meet. 


T/. 57. 15. 


{ ( £24.)) 
meet together; 'twas neceſſary therefore for 
our Lord to comfort them, by telling them, 
that whereſoever any two or three of em 
were gathered together , notwithſtanding 
their {mall atnber } he would afford 'em 
his Special Preſence. 'Tis' pity therefore 
this Place ſhould be ever brought 1 it1 defence 
of Voluntary Separation. 

» Thus have T ſhewn; that the ſanionie 
Infinite God has peculiar and ſett Places 
where his Honour dwells. That from the 
foundation of the World he has alwaies 


. had ſuch. I have endeavour'd to point out 


the manner of his ſpecial Preſence in them, 
and obviated ſome Obje&tions againſt them: ; 


; I ſhall conclude this Head ( which I could 
not well diſmiſs ſooner ) with theſe follow- 


ing remarks. 

1. If there be no Relative Sanctity 
in places, how comes the Prophet 1/azah 
to tell us; thus ſaith the High and Lofty one, 
that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe name tis 
Holy, I dwell in the High and Holy place; 
with him aljo, that is of a Contrite and 
Humble Spirit , to revive the Spirit of the 
humble , and to revive the Heart of the 


Conprite ones? If Heaven be the place the 
Prophet 


T ( 15 ) 


Prophet here means, that 1s no otherwiſe 

Holy, then as'tis the place of Gad's:peculiar 
Prelence, which'is ſpecified there, after that 
manner we have above related. Hence 'tis, 

that the Chriſtian Church has been tiled | 

the Tranſcript of Heaven, or Heaven upon ougic inix® 
Earth. Tfit be doubted , whether it be ſo ©* 
now under the Goſpel, confider we 

. 2. That tis a great miſtake to think, that 

the New .'Teftament has: aboliſhed. every 

thing of the Old ; and that in the: Chriſtian 
Religion there ſhould be any thing contra- 
ry tothat wiſdomof Gad, and the whole Ci- 
vilized World, which upon the Neceſlity.of 
God's Public Worſhip, and the-confidera- 

tion of Order 'and Uniformity uy at;:have 
conſtantly ſet apart places for the Duties 

of Religion , But 

. 3. To put: the matter' beyond allreaſo. : 7 7 20- 
\nable doubt, let the -4po/Zle to the Gorir- 
 thians determine the Caſe, where he gives 
dire&aion for the Womans being covered 1n 
the Church, and adds the reaſon, becauſe of - 
\ the -neels; ( where for herExampleand:'in 
token of Subjection, the Seraphms: them- 

ſelves veil their faces.) Now'this: reaſon, 74ia 6. 2. 
if of "ny force, muſt conclude the Angels 
Li | _ 


(16 ) 


there preſent; and if ſo, then it plainly ap- 
pears, that God [is now under the Goſpel 
eſpecially Preſent as well in Chriſtian Ora- 


tories, as in the Tabernacle and Temple of 
old. AP 

4. And laſtly, Let thoſe: that are other- 
wiſe minded from us, Conſider and Remem- 
ber this ; that 'tis as much Superſtition to 
place Piety and Religion inthe Negative , 
as tis in the' Affirmative; and they equally 


incur the guilt of it , who. think it [their 


Duty. to abſtain from. Coming to our 
Churches, as thoſe, who duly and Religi- 
ouſly frequent 'em. This 15 true; 1f the mat- 


ter:inihand were but indifferent; but when 


the above mentioned reaſons determine 
for the habitation of God's Houle, let them 
refle& Seriouſly on this, who deſpiſe the 


' * Beauty of Holyneſs,and the place where his 


Þ/. 84. 1,2. 


honour awels.” dns 
I am ſure the man after God's own Heart 
was of another mind, both here in the Text, 
and elſewhere. How amiable are thy dwel- 
mgs, thou: Lord of Hofts! my Soul -longeth, 


yea, even famteth for the Courts FA the 


Lord, my heart and my fleſh cry out for the 


living God. How rapturous was his Zeal, 
| £1 when 


ay Rte, 0 "i 


vowed a voumnto Hes"; 


(17) 


when he thought upon the great Blefſin 


of meeting the Lord-in the Congregation 


and according to his Examplo, it muſt be 
the Duty of every Good man. 


Secondly. To lovgehs Hobirationaf Oodfh 
yeh aud the \ aroogh muon owes 


4 


Let ia bee. Relinwaber David and all bis P/? 132. 1,2. 
trouble, bow he frware\ into thy bord, and 3 4- 


nach of” mine Hoafe': : 204 climb: Uh 2s my 


beat: 1 will Pol ſuffer mine eyes 7 ſleep, br 


inine evehds to: flamber: wolhoy: the tem- 

$.of mize headto'rake uny re/Þ'; naril 1 
find ont a'place' for the Templs of the I'oril, 
an habitation for the mighty Godl of Jacob. 


| Ant tho? the troubles of his Reign unquali- 


fied him for the accompliſhment of this his 
Pious-intention, and God thought it *pro- 
per to reſerve” it for the-more' peaceable 


days of his Son Solor99 ;.yet the ardeney of 


his Zeat may not only be gueſſed at from 


hence, but-alſo, beoxefe when' his aMfiidtions = 
ran the higheſt, he do's not fo much lanient ape les 
his Baniſhment, his is'deing' Be PeBelnt rr) v/ r0s.6. 


Fhe Wilderneſs, or an _ in the depart, 
as 


{ 78 ) 


"s tus bemg:{ecluded:from:the:pubticWor- 
?/42-1,2. ſhiprandServide of God. the: Hart de | 


fareth ibe mater Biaoks; ſo pauteth my Soul 

after thee, O'Gad. >My) ſoul 1s .a thir for 

God, everfert Mak /ivingldd: Fubenyhall I 

cerned efpogrobgforemthe projercef Goal 

and very good reaſon there was for this ks 

____ affeQtion;lincehevery well knew; that the 

?. 87.2. - Lord bamſelf\ loved. the: Gates of Zionymore 
(han 6 tiordive links of Fora >. hos 

-j< Lat M204 ando FJerw/alem\were figura- 

tiveof Chriſtian Churches,T:take:to: be plain 

I Pet. 2.6. from. Sent Peter. Be hold, [ put 722: Zin a 
Ghtef Gornes Stone; File and Pretuuwand 

yuotes. theſe; words out; ofthe vannehcal 
Ieiah28.16. Rraphet, by. which ''tis'ckear-heunderſtood 
1t.to'be a 'Prophecy: of Chriſt; and\\S. Paul 

affirms as, much of Jeruſalem. Zara/alen 

Gal. 4. 26 (lays he') that rs fromaboue,ds the Morber 
&.-45 all.; andiin;the Epiltle: to--the- : He: 
brews, both: places are:joyned:inithe;ſame 
tenſe. Te are come to: Mount Zion, tothe 
City, of the diving God;ts the Heavenly Je: 
rufalens and 19. a4 nmunmerable Company 
ann ton Of Aer (8:1 FOrithis:reaſbn, Ormgexidall's the 
” Chpſtao Aﬀemblya,Double: Church,” one 
of Men, and.another.of Angels, \ NID ASS 

26 | | l_ Now 


Heb. 12.22. 


— 


(19) 
';Now\the nature ofi/Types requires, that 
, theks ſhould be.an: Analogy:betwixt<thein 


and their Antitypes ; ofly' with this Diffe- 
renge ,' that..the . Antitype: ſhould be emi- 
neatly and>Subllantially that whichi was 
Qbſcare;:i hadowibithaſFype;oand 
thereforeall tholeCharifters of ILovelynefs, 
which the P/ahni/? attributes to Local 
ZLzoz and: Fern/alem, muſt:ina; amore; excel- 
lent ajanner;belong!to/Ghriftian Churches; 
andan Argumierit ftromi-them vitit: not be 
'deniet;te ; be;Corfcluflyey: "when: opr Lord 
Inimſeli makes: inſe of 4t;;Fon when he would 
explain} the;;Beauties -ofi;þis-Chizrch, ard 
Spauſe ; he; thought! Jeruſalem; the fitteſt 
conpariſen. he.conld:pitch upon." 7 hom.art cor 6.4 
Beautiful, Omy Love, as Firg4h, Comely as 
Jeruſalem, Terrible as an. fry with Ban- 
Werko\", 51od off ond ins | Swe 
| TE it he- thought, that ithia: Analogy;i ls 
beſt anſwered by: Chriftian Qongregations 
whereſnever. aſlgmbled ;'by the Men, and 
not þy;the Mateial.iplaced :; give me.leave 
t9, mEOWay that ahdEGomaornditions and 
Elogies of Jetw/alemand(Zorcoulthriot 
BPO: any account\:(6\ Preperiy:\belang to 


£1, 45 a3 becauſe ok the Divine Preſenge;\ and 
D 2 | the 


(-29.) 


?/.12.4 ithe Public: Worhip: there; 33/ber the 


Jdes event 4p fo \gius thanks 'fothe Name 
Lord;andithaving been proved, that 
God no te vouch fuſes. Hisdpecal Prefence 


vChriſtian.Churctits: his Ser- 
wiee; thaw heflidiof t0erbaltn- 
Hons newt wy; Se CINow -o0r Love 
now. . : 


Variousare the Inſtances; wherein God 
men may exanplify-their love-to the' ha- 
#:atio1 of Goes Howe, "Tis the Privilege 
of 'the'Erea# and the Noble'to Build _ 
Endow houſes for-the Service of God; and 
the Almighty takes *this:fo- Kindly, "that 
itv.retorn he-has' Obliged hinwelf © to be 
- render+ bf their Honour ; who have been 
thus Careful of His; tor ſo he tells us by 


r $2. 2.30 His Prophet Samet; them tot honour 


Fig Chron, 17.1 


TT 7* 


ing 23h 4 bud ay The Royal P/akmft 
ra@projer: for Himſelf to 

Hwell-in wh an 015: petrcieg the Ark 
bf God: _ Tal, mal poor 
amnr=r * a A DEW; one 


T 


15'S 


(21) 
the while Profels to love God; Profeſs tobe 
Religious, to be Chriſtians; nay; tobe the 
moſt SanCtified and Pure amongſt them? If 
Religion conſiſted barely-in the abhorrence ” 
of Idots, Men of this temper might bidthe 
Sons of God; but Sacrilege is- a-Sif of at 
leaſt an equal Level with  Tdolatry in the 
Judgment of the JpoMe; and we muſt not 
think, that our Zeal againſt ſome''Particu- 
lar Vices, will Attone for our Indulging 
our ſelves in Others. L071 

2. Butaltho' it cannot be the Duty of 
every good man ito loye the habitation of 
God's Houſe in the former ſenſe; (Provi- 
dence not having placed-all 'in' aan equal 
Sphete) Altho' All cannot Found, or Repair 
the Breaches of God's Houſe, yet may, and 
muſt all Aﬀemble themſelves in places de- 
dicared/ to and-appointed.-for his Seryice. 
Twas glad (ſays Hoty Duvid) when wy 
Jaid unto, Let us £0 to the Houſe of the 
Eord, ourifeet Hall fland in thy Gates, © 
9! This with- reference to 'our 
ſites (deſtrves avparticulnr Conſideration; . 
for: theco muſtmnecds: be preat” thoughts-of 
hewrtfor the divifions of Rewer; and fince 
(6 D 3 Teruſalem 


e122. 1-2. 


, 


(422 ) 
Feruſalem' 1s. the place: of God's, Worſhip, 
and-he. expects our-;Addrefles there ,.'where 
he has recorded his Name; why ſhould we 
| Jorkuans. ng, like: \Reuben';;Danj and the: hatf; tribe: of 
2h ſeparate. from-our. Brethren, and 
£22. þoild; us Altars:t0 our ſelves 2:[Jeri/afen is 
built as-a: City that. is Compa&ttopether:; 
212.3. atr Emblem of that-union 'of. minds both 
1n Charity and Interceflion, which. 1s the 
molt; Amyable Oracefpl. thin g 18 the Church 
of Ghd:-] +. 
If we conſider the irnadict Gonſoquiness | 
of Sehifin, as we are: Good Men, we cannot | 
'forbear to:he -Earneft with Gody: that: he; 
who" alope can--make men;.to\'be of on 
mind in-an;hguſe; would -in his good-time 
VPnite usall in the Offices of Religion; that 
{ the Church of Chriſt, like the Temple of 
Qld;-may he built without-any;moiſe; ;and 
there-be nothingibut. Pegecand Lovemall | 
s| 6 1 GadaHiahy Moutitaih]j 24531) bens wn | 
: 098720 wi) Tis,nat well-poſlibletoreag the Story of 
Hevokiahw ithqut.agreat dealof Cancer; | 
ha fooght-the Eordiupen.hisSickBed, and | 
Gad heath hum iomthence: hutfthe;Prayer | 
wasthatthe might; go.once;more 6; the | 
Houſe;of the Tg Mis ger eytiendrG F 
DOINCIEN e (| = {| 


OO 89 
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of his Difeafe would. not ſuffer him' aQtial- 


ly to-dorrt; yet he tarned-himfelf that way 
in his:Chamber, ſupplying the defe@of his 
Body: by . the Devotion - of. his Soul; how 
hard was it'for him! to forget thei Gates of 
Fera/alem; the Church of God; which ma! 
ny-amongſt us Count it Religion to'deſpiſe! 

3. The third and laſt Inftance of our Love 
to:the habitation:of:God's houſeis;to behave 
our:{elves'1n'it with .Zeal and Reverence'; 
to haye:our::Souls elevated unto;-and fixed 
upon that. God, whoſe Majeſty we acknow- 
ledg Preſent, and . muſt awfully - Adore: 
Theres a[Zeal in: Appearance'only; a Form 
of Eodlineſs without the power'of it» God 
inhs:;Prophet\complains.of a ſort of'men,; 


2 Tim. 3.5. 


«07 


that drew near to him with their mouths, 1/44 29. 12. 


and honbured him with their lips, but their 
Heart was far iremaved from him. - If an 
Honeſt-Unfuſpicious:man had ſeen: a:Phas-: 
riſee' at his-Prayers; would not'the have 
been tempted to have thought ithoſe Holy 
Ecſtaltes;/praceeded-from- the Impluſe 'of 
the Blefled Spirit, and that God was in hins 
ef truth? [and yet)-out: Ladrd): who-knew: 
his heart;'has branded: him: with-Hypocri- 
ſy for all;his-Sanftimonyiand Shew. . This 
Tovq i 


(24) 


Malacly 1 8. 18 what: the Prophet Malzchy calls Offer- 


ng the Lame bing the Sick far Sacrifice. 
There is a Zeal alſo without knowledg; 
and: this, is generally as Furious, as tis 
Blind ;-this: is-that which our:Lord fore- 
tels his Diſciptes of, that the!time: ſhould 
came, 'when men ſhould took tipon'fhems- 


Fohn 16.2. ſelves abliged to Kill them; 'and that they 


Rom. 1. T. 


"* *Ofer the Blind for Sacrifice, as the Prophet 


Would think therehy to. do' God good Ser: 
vice. 1 | need not ſay, what Church: that is; 
that makes Ignorance the Mother of Devo- 
tion, and how agreeable this1s tothe Apo- 
{tle, who has told us, that Religion is a 
Reaſonable Service, but is not this alſo; to 


om? Offer it now nnto thy Governour, 


S9Cs 
_ : Will he be pleaſed with thee, or Accept thy 


 Penfon, ſaith the Lord of Ho#ts* Thevery 


Upacceptableneſs of fuch'a Preſent, even to 
a;nfter man, is:{ufficient: toConvinte! us: of 
the. Abfurdity, ſhall T call it? or Impudence 


_ oi Offeriang/it to God. . 


: Que igredt Care: therefavenmatk beto. Ap- 
proachithe Corots:of theLords houſe, with 
aNel-qualifiedaid a:Sober Zeal, under the 


 Canfciebtoofour:manifbld:N ecellities, and 


the Creatneb5;of:him, from. whom we ex- 
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wet a fupfily:: we may be! 'gtlty--of the 


ſame Profanation of God s Houſe, as'thoſe 
were, who Bought and Sold in it; if we 


ſitffer our ſelves-to be taken up with-the 
thoughts of -Werldly bufineſs, when "we 


ſhould be Employed intthe' Service-of God. 
It is indeed the happineſs of Angels, to be 
Unalterably Fixed and Intent in 'their 
Adoration ;'\but'Souls cloathed' with *Fleſh 
and Blood cannot attain to:ſo exalted Ser- 
vices; however, 'tho' it is not Poſlible al- 
waies. to prevent ithe /Incurfions of Vain 
and Forreign thoughts, yet may we-chooſe, 
whether we will 'Receive;, and entertain 
them. 

- Laſtly, When we come to 'the habriativn 
of. God s houſe';1we' muſtibehave*ouriſelves 
there with Reverence ; as being ſenfible of 
that peculiar Preſence, which he vouch- 
ſafes'us there , and the great Honour he ad- 
mitsus to, in Accepting us in company of 
thoſe Bleſſed Spirits, Angels, and-Arch-An- 
gels, who never in the leaft offended his Ma- 
jefty; whereas we, iff we confider our ſelves 
but-as-Men., muſt eſteem it exttfordinary 
Grace and Favour, to Approach this 'tre- 
mendous Preſence; but it we take a true 
D proſpect 


( 26) ; 

.proſpe&t- of onr ſelves, as. Sinners, we 
are baſer than the very Duſt we tread 
upon. 

A ſerious perſwaſion of .our great. Un- 
worthineſs ,'and of God's ſpecial Preſence 
Cone would think) ſhould make us won- 
derfully cautious of indecent Behaviour in 
a Church; For if a woman was not to be 
uncovered in a'Church, becauſe of the :41- 
gels, for fear of diſreſpe&t to them; can it 
be thought, that thoſe Blefled Spirits will 
be. unconcerned atiour Irreverent Demea- 
nour 'at Divine Service? eſpecially, when 
we receive thoſe Gracious Pledges-:of our 
Saviours Infinite love in the Sacrament 
of his Body: and Blood. Not that Kneeling 
1s nit {elf a Poſture-abſolutely-Holy , or 
can” recommend -us any farther i'to God, 
than as it 3s a Teſtimony of that internal 
Veneratipn, and Thankfulneſs we owe:him ; 
and an/Expreſlion of that-Obedience, which 
the beſt conſtituted Church has required 
of us. I am not uncharitable, when I think, 
that Turks and Infidels will riſe up in Judg- 
ment, againſt ſome Chriſtians:of this Gene- 
ration; and I cannot but with.--pity - re- 
\_ mark, how ſome of 0 our miſtaken Brethren 
have 


( 27) 

have run : Counter to themſelves in their 
Praftice ; who have been afraid of Kneel- 
ing at the Lords Supper, becauſe of the 
danger of a fignificative Ceremony; and in 
the mean time thought it reaſonable to 
*Sit, in token of their Familiarity and Ac- 
quaintance with God. 

The time is already come, that the: Fa- 
ther has made choice of Perſons to Wor- 
ſhip him in Sperzt and Truth ; that is to fay, 
in Oppoſition to the Types and Shadows of 
the Law; but the Argument from hence 
will not hold, that he requires no Worſhip 
of our Body at all; for this contradi&s the 
Apoſtle , who dire&s us both to the Spiri- 
rc and Bodily Worſhip of God, upon very 
go00d reaſon, becauſe both parts are his; and * 7-520: 
indeed, if we expect a ſhare of Glory 1 in the 
Reſurre&ion for our Bodies, 'tis highly rea- 
{onable. that we ſhould with our Bodies 
Worſhip and Glorify him, who will fratſe 
them from the dead. | 

If thele things were truely laid to Heart, 
we ſhould all of us ſeek Chriſt at the ſame 
ſort of place; not run after thoſe that cry, #** + 
Behold, he is in the Deſart ; or beleive 1 
thoſe that ſay, Behold, he rs in the Secref ; 

Cham- 


F a -® % Wl 
2 © 


C28 ) 
Chambers. Our Churches would receive 
daily Additions, the Breaches of 7eru- 
Ffalem would be repaired , the City of God 
would be ſtrong, and Glory would dwell in 
our Land. 

Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant ; 
to whom be Glory in the Church by Christ 
Feſus, throughout all fees, world without 
End. Amen. 


The End 
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